Week 9: 100 Days of Summer Safe Driving Email 
Team,

As we enter Week 9 of our “100 Days of Summer” safety campaign, our focus shifts to Safe Driving, a paramount concern for our construction crews. Whether commuting to job sites, transporting materials, or operating vehicles within work zones, driving is an integral part of our daily operations. It’s imperative that we recognize and mitigate the risks associated with driving to ensure the safety of our team and the public.

The Stark Reality of Traffic Fatalities in North Carolina

Recent data underscores the urgency of this issue:

2023: North Carolina reported 284,157 traffic crashes, a 3.8% increase from 2022. These incidents resulted in 1,117 driver fatalities, a decrease from 1,202 in 2022, indicating progress yet highlighting ongoing concerns. 

2022: The state experienced 1,784 traffic fatalities, marking the highest number in over two decades. 

2021: There were 1,755 traffic deaths, a 5% increase from 2020, making it the deadliest year on North Carolina roads in 15 years. 

These statistics are not just numbers; they represent lives lost and families affected. As construction professionals, we have a responsibility to lead by example in promoting safe driving practices.

Safe Driving Practices 
To enhance safety, consider the following guidelines:

Adhere to Speed Limits: Always follow posted speed limits, especially in construction zones where reduced speeds are critical.

Eliminate Distractions: Avoid using mobile devices or engaging in activities that divert attention from driving.

Use Seat Belts: Ensure all occupants are wearing seat belts at all times.

Conduct Pre-Trip Vehicle Inspections: inspect vehicles for maintenance issues to prevent breakdowns or accidents.
The Cost of Inattention

In 2023, North Carolina reported 8,480 alcohol-related crashes, resulting in 377 fatalities and 8,103 injuries. 

Distracted driving contributed to approximately 17% of crashes, emphasizing the need for focused attention while driving.

Protecting Our Workforce

Our commitment to safety extends beyond the construction site. By fostering a culture of safe driving, we protect our employees, reduce downtime, and uphold our reputation for excellence.

Resources and Materials: 
A collection of flyers, posters, Safety Operating Procedures and training materials is available on our 100 Days of Summer Safety webpage. Supervisors may choose from these resources to tailor activities to their teams. 

Recognition Opportunity: 
As a reminder, the division or county with the highest participation throughout the 100 Days of Summer will receive special recognition at the conclusion of the campaign! For additional materials or support, please contact David Harp. Let’s work together to ensure everyone stays safe and healthy this summer. 

Let’s remain vigilant and prioritize safe driving every day. Thank you for your commitment to worker health and safety. 

Regards,
